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THE FIRST AMENDMENT OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 

Nothing could be clearer, No court and no branch of government, 
including the IRS, is competent to determine the relative merits 

1 or fallacies of any religion, Nor may the beliefs, dogmas or 
practices of a newly organized religion be compared with those 
of an older, established religion. No court, branch of govern- 
ment or government officer or employee may praise or condemn any 

1 

religion, however excellent, fanatical or preposterous it may 
I seem to him. To do so would violate the guarantees of the First 
I Amendment. The right of individuals in good faith to practice 
I the religion of their choice is unconditionally guaranteed as 

long as it does not interfere with the rights of another citizen. 
I 



From ODINS ' RUNE SONG 
(of the Havamal) 

Wounded I hung on a wind-rocked tree 
for nine cold nights 

Transfixed by a spear, pledged to Odin 
Offered, myself to myself 

on that tree, of which no one knows 
frotp whence it is sprung 

They gave me no food, they gave me no drink 
downward I gazed 

To the m e 8  I applied myself, crying I learnt them 
and from that tree I fell 

"THE HAMMER-TOKEN" 

SIGN OF THE HAMKER 

"In the Names of Odin, Balder, Frey, and Thor" 

This is made by touching with the finger-tips of the left 
hand, the forehead, chest, left and right shoulders in that or- 
der, at the same time reciting the names of the four High Godso 
Odin (head), Balder (heart), Frey (left shoulder), and Thor 
(right shoulder). 

Odinfsts often open and close their religious rituals by 
making upon themselves the Sign of the Hammer of Thor. It is 
also called the Hammer Token. 

This action, besides demonstrating our religious beliefs, 
reminds us of the Gods, and helps us to separate in our thoughts 
the material and spiritual realms, 

-From THOR 
Official Publication of the Nation of Odir~ 



PREDICTION FROM ABOUT 1550 AoDo 

FROM "The Oracles of ~ostradamus" 1-50 

Of the aquatic triplicity shall be born 
One who shall make Thursday to be his holy-day: 

his fame, praise, kingdom, his power shall increase, 
a tempest by land and by sea to the East 

(De ltaquatique triplicite' naistra 
un qui fera le Icudy pour sa feste: 

Son bruit, 102, regne, sa puissance c~oistra, 
Par terre & Mer aux Oriens tempests, ) 

The Priesthood of Odin 

++GOD1 - A priest of Odin, In charge of a temple with the same 
duties and functions as a priest or minister of any 

or other religion with regards to funerals, marriages, 
baptisms and communions. He is not solely responsible 1 

GOTH1 for the condition of the religion in his district how- 
8VeX'o 

GYDJA A priestess of Odin with the same functions as a Godi. 

#GODAR - A priest of Odin. Same duties as a Godi or Gydja, but 

or has additional duties in conjunction with the adminis- 
tration of the geographical area. Has added responsi- 
bility for education. 

35 Either spelling i s  correct. Pronunciation should be Goth-ee said rapidly 
as in 'the' or ' th i s ' .  The only organized priesthood seemed to be at  Old 
Uppsala in Sweden because the Ingling Kings counted themselves as decend- 
ed from Frey and thus supported the religion. Although usually unorganiz- 
ed, every Teutonic nation had i t s  Odinic priesthood. 



THE RELIGION OF ODIN 

This is a book about a religion, A religion that was 
hundreds of' years old at the time of Christ and has had an 
unbroken, khough often times clandestine, existence from then 
to our own times. Followers of the swirling and often con- 
flicting groups of the Odinists still number in the hundreds 
of thousand and very likely in the low millions, In Germany 
alone about 1935, there were estimated to be 2,000,000 people 
who adhered to the beliefs of the New Heathen as they were 
then called. 

This book is not secretarian Lo any of the cults, or cluba 
that make up todays membership. Although it has been written 
under the general auspices of the Runic Society of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, the opinions expressed are those of the author alone 
except where otherwise stated, Over a number of years, the 
author has interviewed members and leadera from Germany to 
Australia, uaually these interviews have been in person but 
sometimes they have been conducted by correspondence. Groups 
exist in most countries of northern &rope, North America, 
and Australia as well as Iceland, The beliefs, stated dogmas, 
and opinions have been recorded in these pages as accurately 
as it has been possible to do so, Diversity of opinion has 
often been sharp and their are a few groups that have not an- 
swered correspondence, 

' The author does not pretend to have written a complete 
history of the religion, or even to have made a complete survey 
of its beliefs and customs, Many volumes would be occupied 
in producing a work of that nature. The author does believe 
that he has assembled, sorted, and brought together much scat- 
tered information on the subject that has never been previously 
organized. The objective of the book is for the casual! reader 
to be able to tell what the basic beliefs of the Odinist system 
of religion really are. Lack of a better name impelled the 
writer to call the book "A Handbook of the Religion of Odin". 
The religion of Odin is the usual name associated with it be- 
cause of the exploits, fictional and otherwise, of its most 
famous practitioner, the seafaring, nation founding, Vikings. 
We tend to forget that the Vikings were not the only ones who 
had this faith. The Germans, Dutch, Ehglish, Scandinavians, 
many of the French, and the Normans all were followers of exactly 
the same faith before their conversion to Christianity. In 
anitquity, the name of this religion was the ASTRU, or 'men 
true to the Aesir'. Most of its present day followers call 
themselves Odinists, although some still use the old term. 
Needless to say, both usages are correct. 



The book has its limitations. When the reader has finished and 
should then decid.e he wants to become an Odinist, be would discover 
that the book does not contain enough information for him to do so. 
It does not contain the Elder, Edda, the Prose Edda, or the Saga of 
bigurd the Volsung, all of which are foundations works of the reJigion, 
Like all religions, the ASATRU have a body of 'stories and legends * 

that contain most of the great truths of the faith, It teaches by 
parable and comparison, as do a11 other religions. The great virtues 
of the faith are courage, loyalty of ones kin, kind, and to Tour 
given word. The religion is not noted for its belief in free will, 
but instead one must follow ones fate, for the ASATRU are the or- 
iginal believers in predestination, by whatever name it otherwise 
uses in its travels. '&en the time has come to die, then die as 
bravely as you can, trying to be worthy of your forefathers, and 
your family. This is fol-lowing the Swan-road, the way of the 
ASATRU . 

If one attempted to assign a date when the ASATRU re-appeared 
in modern times, it would be difficult to do so. Perhaps two or 
three decades would have to be picked instead of a specific date. 
lohat actually seems to have occurred was a gradual emergence from 
obscurity at about the time of Prussias humiliation.by Napoleon 
at the battle of Jena in 1806. After this defeat, patriots of 
Prussia worked unceasingly to rebuild the Prussian Army, From 
this start commenced the unification of Germany. Ancient German 
traditions were recalled, dug from the history,books and studied 
for inspiration. From the mist of a nearly forgotten past the I 

old gods re-appeared from the dimness of eight hundred years, 
From this well of story and and from the translations of 
the Icelandic Eddas and Sagas, sprang the stories that Richard 
Wagner used as a basis for him famous plays, The Ring of the 
Nibelungen, in mid-century. In England, author-poet, Richard 
Morris took note. He learned Tcelandic, went to IcelanB and 
studied the Eddas and other Icelandic stories and legends. Prom 
this, he wrote his epic poem, Sigurd, the Volsung, which Richard 
Wagner called the greatest epic since the Illiad. Thor and Odin 
returned to the Anglo-Saxons and the English speaking world. 
Knowledge of the subject became even more general as the Xlder 
Edda and the Prose Edda were translated from Icelandic into other 
languages. 

It was not that paganism had everlbeen completely silenced.. 
In the 12th Century, for example, the crusading army of Christians, 
marching through the Rhineland on their way to Palestine, thought 
it necessary to send out detachments of troops from time to time 
to wipe out pockets of pagans that still worshipped the old gods. 
This was the same force incidentally that massacred and harassed. 
the Jews of the Rhineland cities 'of Cologne and Worms. 



During the middle ages it was widely believed that old 
gods did really exist, but that the were devils not 
They might show themselves to men, %ut only to tempt &i%%'frorr, 
the path of righteousness into evil and to lure them to their 
doom. Two centuries later, in the 15th century, we can still 
find mention of the worshippers of the god Frey in the back 
country of Sweden, Undoubtedly the secret societies of witches 
and other pagans were havens for the old gods also, In the 
early 18th Century, Thor and Odin were still worshipped in 
Sutherland in northern Scotland in one or two districts, 

Historian Gibbons, whose remarks the reader will encounter 
again in these pages called it the Odinic religion, and it 
has been known as the Church of Thor and Odin as well as the 
ASATRU, Its detractors called it the work of the devil, As 
a matter of fact, it seems that the ASTRU are a branch of that 
old heathen religion that once encompassed all the peoples of 
Europe. If the names of the Gods were changed, substituting 
Zeus, or the Slavic, Perun, for Thor, the Thundergod, it would 
be discovered that the religious systems of the ancient Teutons, 
Slavs, Greeks, Latins, and Celts, are basically very similar. 

I ~ittle difference seems to exist between the deities other than 
1 
I 

names and the language in which it was spoken. Because of this 
a new tolerance prevails in Odinism in the years following World 
War 11, when it again came to life, 

i This new tolerance is based on a belief in the basic unity 
of European people and has its roots in the resemblances of the 
ancient pagan religions of Europe to each other, All Odinists 
groups now actively solicit,membership from the entire European 
descended population. They regard tendencies toward different- 
iation by racial sub-groups as divisive and fear that it might 
cause a caste system within the religion, There is at this 
time no claims to racial superiority, or Nordic, (or Mediterranean) 
superiority, but only claims of a common cultural background. 
Most of the membership feel that persons who will be interested 
will probably be persons of North European background, but that 
persons of other races who wish to study the background of 
European culture are welcomed, 

Another change is the youthful membership. The Odinist 
organizations have all been re-founded since WWII and with this 
youthful membership has come liberal ideas, It has been esti- 
mated that over half of the groups are politically to the left of 
center, An example of this is Iceland where Odinism had not been 
officially allowed because Luthesnism had been the state religion, 
After a few hundred members had been converted the matter was 
brought before the Icelandic Parliament. When it came to a vote, 
it was the socialist left that pushed it through, and socialists 
became the midwives at the rebirth of one of the worlds oldest 
religions, 

6 



While there are as many Odinists who are left of center as 
there are those who are on the right, the totalitarian affinities 
or sympathies which the older movement may have had have been 
swept away in the new era of good feeling. A faith in democratic- 
republicanism has replaced the tendencies toward one party rule, 
As one member put it. "The best chance for a small religion like 
ours to survive is under a system of religious and political free- 
dom...It's the only way in a world going increasingly totalitarian." 

Some other attitudes have also changed. One of the models of 
the movement has been the Fruit of Islam, organization of the Amer- 
ican Muslims. Ehaluating this, a Nation of Odin political movement 
has been founded with the objective of improving the lives of the 
Odinists. They liken themselves to the Sikhs of India and use 
these methods to perpetuate Teutonic culture and beliefs, Among 
Odinists who are conservative is another paradox, There is a 
growing admiration and sympathy for the new nation of Israel. This 
is partly due to Israels courageous defense against all comers and 
partly due to the growing conservatism of todays Jews as a group. 
The average Jew now has far more backbone than the sniveling type 
so vocal for the left before the Six Day war, and their growing 
hatred of Russia leaves only the most demented Jews still in the 
communist camp. Or at least, this is what conservative Odinists 
will tell you. 

\ 

In the 20th century, two leaders of the Odlnist faith have 
lived who have strongly influenced its development. In the German 
speaking world it was General Erich Ludendorf, the General who 
became virtually the dictator of Germany during World War I, In 
the English speaking nations it was an Australian whose pen name 
was Tasman Forth. Both men exerted their greatest influence prior 
to World War I1 in the 1920's and 1930fs, and both authored several 
books. 

General Ludendorf- (1865-1937) was the renowned German profes- 
sional soldier, who with General Paul Von Hindenburg, was the hero 
of the battle of Tannenburg where the Germans annihilated an army 
of invading Russians. After the war, the General,,with his second 
wife, Mathilde, became the spiritual leaders of the New Heathon 
in Germany. He was the author of several books and ceaselessly 
campaigned for a moral regeneration of the German people. After 
the war, General Ludendorf was active in the suppression of the 
communists and served in the Free Corps, the Kapp Putsch, and other 
anti-communist fronts. He joined Hitler and the Nazi movement in 
the early 1920ts, He broke with them after he became convinced 
that Hitler would ruin Germany. The Nazi's launched the Deer Hall 
Putsch in Munich in 1923 and Ludendorf marched with the Nazi's 
only to break with them after the attempted coup failed, Ludendorf 
never spoke to Hitler again because he thought that Hitler had 
shown himself a coward by diving for the ground when the shooting 
started. In actual fact it seems that Hitler was pulled to the 



ground by a dying comrade with whom he had linked arms, Regard- 
less of the facts, the old General remained hostile to Hitler to 
the end and became permanently estranged from his old friend 
Hindenburg, when President Von Hindenburg appointed Hitler Chan- 
cellor of Germany in 1933. Ludendorf died in 1937, not living 
to see his predictions about Hitler come true. The New Heathen, 
Ludendorfls groups, were swallowed by the Nazis, but then too, 
so were the Catholic and Protestant religions as well as the 
Centerist, Nationalist, and Socialist parties, 

The second famous leader from the second and third decade 
of the 20th Century was an Australianwho took his pen name from 
the island where he was born, Tasman Forth, (Alexander Rud ~ills) 
(1885-1964) was the leader of an Odinist group in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, in the 19301s, He thus qualifies as one of the early 
leaders of the ASATRU in this century, and with George Bernard 
Shaw, as one of the first in the English speaking world, He wrote 
a few books which are still available in the second hand stores. 
He had a small group which met regularly and celebrated the 
traditional four seasons and other Holy days of the old European 
religion. The two men, Ludendorf and Forth, were among the 
active leaders of Odinism in this century with General Ludendorf 
being the spiritual founder. 

As we said in the opening of this chapter, this is a book I ,about a religion, Omitted are the racial theories of De Gobineau, , Grant, and Alfred Rosenberg, they have no place here, The 
philosophy and works of Richard Wagner and of Nietzche have only 
been commented upon where they have influenced the development 
of the religion in some way, It is true that the Nordic religion 
and the old deities were promoted in the SS, and that Himmler 

i and Alfred Rosenberg were Wotanists, (Odinists) yet, when the 
Nazi Party made a choice, they made a concordat with the Vatican, 

I saying, "The government sees in both Christian confessions the 
most important factors for the maintenance of our folkdom", 

It is true that religious beliefs cannot be completely sep- 
arated from the context of the historical period that produced 
the religions themselves, We cannot hold todays Catholics res- 
ponsible for the brutalities of the Inquisition, for the Massacre 
of St, Eartholamew, or the sack of Jerusalem by the Crusaders 
when they captured that city, We cannot hold todays Protestants 
responsible for the cruelties of the Reformation, So also, we 
cannot hold present day Odinists responsible for the brutal 
murders committed by some maniac who the Odinists would also 
consider outside the pale of humanity. 

The Odinist religion, in North America at least is literally 
erupting from nowhere; springing from the ground. The author 
knows of individual after individual and group after group who 
were convinced that they were the only Odinists in the world, 

1 8 



and were astonished to discover that others had also independently 
re-discovered and returned to the old faith. lt,%y did they return 
to it? Because they believed that the Christian religion which 
they had inherited had failed them personally or was failing our 
people. 

Here is what George Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, the famous 
German philosopher, had to say about Christianity. 

"Christianity has emptied Valhalla, felled the sacred groves, 
extirpated the national image as a shameful superstition, as a 
devilish poison, and given us instead the imagery of R nation 
whose climate, laws, culture, and interest are strange to us ant1 

I 

I whose history has no connection whatever with our own, A i1avi.d 
or a Solomon lives in our popular imagination, but our own co~~ntryfs 

I heroes slumber in learned history books.. , 

It is possibly an understatement to say that we may hear more 
I 

of them... 

Let us adjourn now to the magical world of Thor, and Odin, 
and the A S S I R .  



I THE NAME OF THZ RELIGION 

1 
The name of the religion of Odin in antiquity was 

ASATRU 
Asatru means 'Men true to the Aesir'. This is still the usage in 
Iceland, where the name of its followers is 'Asatruarmennt. In 
North America it is most commonly called Odinism, with the indi- 
vidual being known as an Odinist. It is also referred to as The 
Religion of the Teutonic Tribes. A11 are correct, 

WHO WAS ODIII?  

To answer this question we turn first to the Historian 
Edward Gibbons, the author of the "~ecline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire"..quotation .....pp 210-211e..Random House, the Modern Li- 

I 
1 

brary, 
"~otwithstanding the mysterious obscurity of the Edda, we 

can easily distinguish two persons confounded under the name of 
Odin, the God of War, and the great legislator of Scandinavia, 
The later, the Mahomet of the north, instituted a religion adapt- ' ed to the climate and to the people. Numerous tribes on either 
side of the Baltic were subdued by the invincible valour of Odin, 
by his persuasive eloquence, and by the fame which he had acquired 
of a most skillful magician, 

The faith that he had propagated during a long and prosper- 
ous life he confirmed by a voluntary death. Apprehensive of the 
ignominous approach of disease and infirmity, he resolved to ex- 
pire as became a warrior. In a solemn assembly of the Swedes and 
Goths, he wounded himself in nine mortal places, hastening away 
(as he asserted with his dying voice) toiprepare the feast of 
heroes in the palace of the God of War", 

From a Footnote May we not suspect that superstition was the 
parent of depotism? The descendants of Odin (whose race was not 
extinct till the year 1060) are said tq have reigned in Sweden 
above a thousand years, The Temple of Up<sal was the ancient seat 
of religion and empireeo, 

Authors Note Cerdic, the Saxon, first King of Wessex, whose 
descendants became Kin s of England, was a descendant of Moden. 
(English name for Odink Through Matilda, the Queen of Henry the 
First, the present royal family of Great Britain are Odin-born 
descendants of Cerdic and Odin, 




















































































































































































































































































































































































